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This class combines the materials from IT 800 and IT 805. It will introduce non-legally trained students to the workings of the legal system, legal methods (including research and legal writing techniques) and the process of legal education. In addition, it will familiarize students with the basic substantive areas of law. 

The format is rather informal and will include open discussion of current cases and issues, in-class problem solving, and library/computer lab practice sessions. Students will receive training in legal writing techniques, exam taking, library use and computer research methods. The class schedule is subject to change. Topics and course materials may be adjusted according to current events and students’ experience with and interests in particular legal issues. Grades will be based on class participation, several writing assignments, a brief oral presentation and an exam. 
Major subject areas covered in this class include:

· History of the U.S. Legal System

· Source of Laws & Regulatory Mechanisms

· Legal Research Techniques And Resources

· Legal Writing

· Surviving Law and Policy Classes

· Constitutional Law

· Litigation Basics & Civil Procedure

· Torts 

· Contracts 

· Property 

· Criminal Law & Procedure 

· IP & IT Law 

· The Art of Oral Presentation
ATTENDANCE - Students must attend at least 75% of class meetings in order to receive credit for this course. Alternate arrangements can be made for good reason by contacting Professor Reis or CITPL Program Coordinator, Pam Penczak Potter.

ASSIGNMENTS - There will be several in-class and out of class writing assignments, a brief oral presentation and an exam.

Readings:  assignments for this class will come from a variety of sources including online materials, handouts and the textbooks listed below.  Assignments will be posted approximately one week before each class on the class Web site at http://www.msintroclass.com. 

GRADES - Students will receive two separate grades. The grade for IT 800 (worth 2 credit hours) will be based 70% on class participation (including the oral presentation) and 30% on the exam. The grade for IT 805 (worth 1 credit hour) will be based on the writing assignments: 


Writing assignment #1 = 5%

Writing assignment #2 = 5%

Writing assignment #3 = 10% 

Writing assignment #4 = 15% 



Writing assignment #5 = 30%


Writing assignment #6 = 35% 
In addition to the graded assignments, there will be some in-class exercises.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Jay M. Feinman, Law 101: Everything You Need to Know About the American Legal System (Oxford Publishing 2000)

Toni M. Fine, American Legal Systems: A Resource and Reference Guide (Anderson Publishing 1997)

Robert C. Berring & Elizabeth A. Edinger, Legal Research Survival Manual (West Publishing  2002)

Helene Shapo & Marshall Shapo, Law School Without Fear (2d ed. Foundation Press 2002)
Black's Law Dictionary
RECOMMENDED TEXTS

Mark Wojcik Illinois Legal Research (Carolina Ac. Press, 2003)

Richard Wydick, Plain English for Lawyers (Carolina Ac. Press, 2003)

Linda Edwards, Legal Writing: Process, Analysis and Organization (Aspen Publishers, 2002)

Elizabeth Fajans, Scholarly Writing for Law Students (West Pub., 2d Ed., 2000). 

READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS:
Class #1 (August 10, 2005) -  INTRODUCTION 
Please read the following short articles:
1.  Police Shot Wrong Man
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,2087-1706793,00.html
2.  Senate Leader Frist Backs Stem Cell Research
http://wireservice.wired.com/wired/story.asp?section=Breaking&storyId=1068919&tw=wn_wire_story
3.  In Chicago, Red Light Means Go Faster
http://www.itd.idaho.gov/transporter/2003/062003_Trans/062003_RedLights.html
4.  New Bankruptcy Rules: More Hurdles for Debtors
http://www.consumerreports.org/main/content/display_report.jsp?FOLDER%3C%3Efolder_id=596963&ASSORTMENT%3C%3East_id=333147&bmUID=1122753319807
5.  Database Giant Gives Access to Fake Firms
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6969799/
6.  Gap in Basic Consumer Safeguards Encourage Offshoring
http://www.commondreams.org/views04/0421-01.htm
7.  The HIPAA Effect: Privacy Matters
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?BRD=1675&dept_id=18171&newsid=11427906&PAG=461&rfi=9
8.  Rental-car firm exceeding the privacy limit? 

http://news.com.com/2100-1040-268747.html?legacy=cnet

9.  Movie Bootleggers Stay One Step Ahead of Hollywood

http://www.suntimes.com/output/movies/cst-ftr-bootleg04.html
10.  Lawsuit Filed Over Grand Theft Auto Sex Scenes

http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTVNews/1122487599042_42/?hub=SciTech
11.  New York Judges Refuse to Say Internet Obscenity Law is Unconstitutional

http://www.newsday.com/news/local/wire/newyork/ny-bc-ny--sexsites-obscenit0725jul25,0,6680266.story
12.  Greeting Card Depicts Woman Drinking, Smoking
http://www.usatoday.com/news/offbeat/2004-04-09-greeting-card-bride_x.htm
Writing Assignment #1 assigned  (to be completed and emailed to Professor Reis at 7reis@jmls.edu before 11:59pm Monday August 15, 2005).
Break Out Sessions
Class #2 (August 17, 2005) - HISTORY & STRUCTURE OF THE U.S. LEGAL 

SYSTEM 
Read: 
Fine, pp 1-27  

Berring, Chapters 2 & 5.  Also, familiarize yourself with the content and 
structure of this book.
Browse the following site:


Understanding the Federal Courts: an Online Tutorial  
http://www.uscourts.gov/understand02/index.html
A. UNDERSTANDING THE U.S. COURT SYSTEMS 
 B. UNDERSTANDING “LEGAL WRITING”  
Writing Assignment #1 Discussed.
Writing Assignment #2 assigned (to be due at class #3
Class #3 (August 24, 2005) - INTRODUCTION TO LEGAL WRITING, SOURCES OF LAWS & HOW TO FIND THE LAW 
Writing Assignment #2 due at the start of class.

Browse the following sites:

U.S. House of Representatives, How Our Laws are Made (2003) http://thomas.loc.gov/home/lawsmade.toc.html 
U.S. House of Representatives, The Legislative Process 

http://www.house.gov/house/Legproc.html 
U.S. Senate, Learning About the Legislative Process  http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/legislative/d_three_sections_with_teasers/process.htm 
Recommended links to online legal research sites:
Introduction to Legal Research http://www.lawschool.cornell.edu/lawlibrary/Legal_Research/Legal_Research.htm
Wikipedia Legal Research
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legal_research

Law Library of Congress 

http://www.loc.gov/law/public/law.html


FindLaw 101 

http://www.hg.org/cgi-bin/redir.cgi?url=http://consumer.findlaw.com/congen/index.html
Internet Law Library:  U.S. Federal Laws (by source) 

http://www.lawguru.com/ilawlib/2.htm
Case Handouts:

ACLU v. Reno, 929 F. Supp. 824 (E.D. Pa. 1996)
Reno v. ACLU, 521 U.S. 844 (1997)

A. SOURCE OF LAWS


B. FINDING THE LAW

C.  TOUR OF THE LAW LIBRARY

Writing Assignment #3 assigned - to be due in class 5.


Class #4 (August 31, 2005)  - CONSTITUTIONAL LAW & COMPUTER ASSISTED LEGAL RESEARCH  
Read: 
Feinman, pp 1-43

Berring, Review Chapter 3
Lexis™ Training

Class #5 (September 7, 2005)  - CONSTITUTIONAL LAW CONTINUED 
Writing Assignment #3 due in class.
Read: 
Feinman, pp 45-85

Shapo , Chapters 7 & 13
CASE/STATUTE ANALYSIS IN-CLASS EXERCISE

Writing Assignment #4 assigned in class – to be due in Class #7.

Class #6 (September 14, 2005)  - LITIGATION BASICS & CIVIL PROCEDURE 
Read: 
Feinman, pp 87-132.

Shapo, Chapter 5
Discussion – different types of “legal practices” and how non-lawyers work with lawyers in transactional as well as litigation environments.
Break Out Sessions

Class #7 (September 21, 2005)  - TORT LAW 

Writing assignment #4 due in class.

Read: 
Feinman, pp 133-169.
Discussion:  scholarly writing – what’s a law review?  Thesis v. trade publication... value of publication.
Writing Assignment #5 assigned in class – to be due in Class #9.

Break Out Sessions
Class #8 (September 28, 2005)  - CONTRACT LAW 
Read: 
Feinman, pp 171-204.

Writing Assignment #4 returned and discussed. 
Class #9 (October 5, 2005) - PROPERTY AND THE ART OF ORAL PRESENTATION 
Writing assignment #5 due in class.

Read: 
Feinman, pp 205-248.

Oral presentation reading TBA.
In-class exercise – mini debate
Handout:  Moot Court Problem and Briefs.
*NO CLASS OCT. 12th
Class #10 (October 19, 2005) CRIMINAL LAW 
Read: 
Feinman, pp 249-292.

Shapo, Chapter 15

Writing assignment #5 DISCUSSED

Writing assignment #6 assigned due in class #13.

Discussion:  non-lawyers in a law school environment –  what’s the big deal about exams? How to use the law school environment to your advantage.  Competing in classes with law students and lawyers.
Optional Reading: Shapo, Chapter 16
Class #11  (October 26, 2005) CRIMINAL LAW & PROCEDURE CONTINUED
Read: 
Feinman, pp 297-333.

In-class practice exams
Class #12 November 2, 2005) – ADDITIONAL WRITING AND RESEARCH SKILLS AND SUBSTANTIVE BREAK-OUTS 
In-class issue identification exercise


Break Out Sessions
Class #13 (November 9, 2005) - STUDENT PRESENTATIONS 
Writing assignment #6 due.

Class #14 (November 16, 2005) –EXAMINATION

EXAMINATION CONFERENCES (REQUIRED) DECEMBER 16, 2005

# # #
T 800/805 Fall 2005 Syllabus/Tentative Aug. 4, 2005

 Page 7 of  7

