IT 801 – INFORMATION LAW & POLICY

SPRING 2003

CLASS #3: PUBLIC INFORMATION, PUBLIC RECORDS AND 

INFORMATION THE PRIVATE SECTOR HAS ABOUT INDIVIDUALS


READINGS INDEX

This class will focus on the impact of technology on information exchange, transactions and security.  We will discuss methods of collecting information including voluntary disclosure, transactional trails, and physical trails.  We will also delve into the balancing of interests: information as a commodity v. personal privacy.  We will look at the regulatory mechanisms (government and industry self-regulation) used to protect consumer’s personal information.  
PUBLIC INFORMATION/PUBLIC RECORDS

1. Anne W. Branscomb, Who Really Owns Public Information? Lecture, University of Pittsburgh, (October 16, 1996), http://www.sis.pitt.edu/~slishtml/deans/lecture.html (accessed August 29, 2001).

2. Robert Gellman, What Data is Public? The Question is More Urgent Now, 20 Government Computer News 27 (Oct. 22, 2001).

3. Adam Klawonn, You’re Up for Sale: Public Data Sold to Profitmaking Enterprises, Arizona Republic 1A (Jan. 10, 2003).

4. Reno v. Condon, 528 U.S. 141 (2000), http://supct.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/98-1464.ZS.html (accessed Feb. 17, 2003).

INFORMATION AS A COMMODITY

5. Paul H. Rubin and Thomas M. Lenard, Privacy and the Commercial Use of Information, Executive Summary, Kluwer Academic Publishers (July 2001), http://www.pff.org/RubinLenard.pdf (accessed Feb. 17, 2003).

6. Kurt Thearling, An Introduction To Data Mining: Discovering Hidden Value In Your Data Warehouse, http://www.thearling.com/text/dmwhite/dmwhite.htm (accessed Feb. 18, 2003)
7. Remsburg v. Docusearch, http://www.state.nh.us/judiciary/supreme/opinions/2003/remsb017.htm (New Hampshire Feb. 18, 2003).

INFORMATION COLLECTION

8. John Schwartz, Giving Web a Memory Cost its Users Privacy, New York Times, Tuesday Sept. 4, 2001 at A,1-2.

9. *
Please browse http://www.doubleclick.com.

10. Will Rodger, Activists Charge DoubleClick Double Cross: Web users have lost privacy with the drop of a cookie, they say,http://www.usatoday.com/(Accessed  Feb. 8, 2002).

11. In Re: DoubleClick Inc., Compliant and Request for Injunction, Request for Investigation and for Other Relief. Before the Federal Trade Commission.


12. Keith Perine and Ben Hammer, FTC Clears DoubleClick, The Industry Standard, Jan. 22, 2001, http://www.thestandard.com/article/0,1902,21584,00.html (Accessed Feb. 12, 2002).

13. Caller ID and My Privacy: What Do I Need To Know? Privacy Rights Clearing House (2000), http://www.privacyrights.org/fs/fs19-cid.htm (accessed Feb. 18, 2003).

REGULATORY MECHANISMS

14. *
A Brief Overview of the FTC’s Investigative and Law Enforcement Authority (Sept. 2002) http://www.ftc.gov/ogc/brfovrvw.htm (accessed Feb.20, 2003).

15. *
Statutes Enforced or Administered by the FTC, http://www.ftc.gov/ogc/stats.htm (accessed Feb. 20, 2003).

16. *
How the FTC Brings an Action, http://www.ftc.gov/ftc/action.htm (accessed Feb. 20, 2003)

17. *
The National “Do Not Call” Registry Web Site, http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/edcams/donotcall/index.html (accessed Feb. 20, 2003).

18. Anti-Telemarketing Law Under Fire, Wired News (Jan. 8, 2003), http://www.wired.com/news/politics/0,1283,57142,00.html (accessed Feb. 20, 2003).

19. H.R. 69, Online Privacy Protection Act of 2003, 108th Cong. (2003), http://thomas.loc.gov/ (accessed Feb. 20, 2003).

Assignment: Identify at least one problem or loophole with this bill and be prepared to discuss it in class.

* Link to Web Site, no text included.
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