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Welcome to Cyberspace Law. This course meets Tuesday evenings from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., September 9 through November 11, 2003, in room 1103.  We will explore this ever-changing area of law through a combination of discussions, hypotheticals, case materials, and other readings.  Your participation is essential.

To receive credit for this course, you will need to (1) prepare and deliver an in-class presentation of limited scope and (2) write a paper of publishable quality.

This syllabus is preliminary and likely will be revised somewhat.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Before 1990, few people had heard of the Internet.  By the mid-1990s it was hard to drive down the street without seeing a billboard advertising a Web site.  In only a few years the Internet significantly changed the way we live and work.  It also presented people with tough and interesting legal questions.  This course is designed to introduce you to the new and challenging problems of Internet law.  We will look at relatively simple questions, such as whether clicking on an “I Agree” button is the same as signing a document, as well as more complicated questions, such as where in the world you are (legally speaking) when you are on the Internet.

COURSE MATERIALS
We will be using a textbook, Bellia, Berman & Post, Cyberlaw: Problems of Policy and Jurisprudence in the Information Age (West Group 2003), along with some updated cases.  You can buy the textbook, and I will provide copies of the newer cases. 

GRADES AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Each student will be asked to discuss a particular case or development during the course.  That presentation will constitute 25% of your grade.  The remaining 75% will be based on a final paper covering a topic to be assigned at a later date.  

In-Class Presentations
Each student will be expected to make an in-class presentation (approximately 20 minutes in length) that explains, as simply as possible, the significance of a specific current controversy, statutory regime, or other issue involving Internet law.  Each presentation should offer additional information or raise issues not covered in the assigned readings.  Creativity is greatly appreciated and handouts are strongly encouraged.

A list of suggested topics will be distributed during the second class meeting. Please pick your top three choices for your in-class presentation and return the questionnaire prior to the beginning of the third class meeting. I will try to assign them based on those questionnaires, and I will try to resolve conflicts by discussing them with you. You will make your presentation during the class covering that topic. 

Final Papers

Each student must complete a paper on a topic to be assigned on the last day of class.  The word limit likely will be approximately 2000 words.  The student will be required to do his / her own work.  The paper will address topics covered in class and will require use of class materials only.
· Papers will be evaluated on three factors:  the originality and difficulty of the problem, the depth and clarity of analysis, and the persuasiveness of the argument.  Proper use of authority is required (footnotes are preferred to endnotes).

· Students will submit a thesis statement on or before the seventh class meeting.

· I am available to discuss questions regarding papers/projects.

· Papers are due on or before Friday, December19, 2003.

CLASSES

The following list of subjects is necessarily tentative.  We may cover some in more or less depth and may not cover some at all.  I will decide on the appropriateness of covering particular topics based on my view of class progress and preferences and based on what materials I determine are most appropriate for the class.

Class 1:  Welcome to the Internet
In this class we will discuss the Internet and the nature of cyberspace.  The focus will be on what it is, how it works, and what is different about it as compared to the real world.  We will also discuss the cyberspace community and to what extent it can be viewed as an autonomous citizenry.  Please read Cyberlaw pages 1-21 prior to the first day of class.

Class 2:  The Internet Frontier:  Self-Governance and Anarchy
In this class we will look at attempts of the Internet community to self-govern.  We will look at the private rule-making organizations of the Internet, efforts to police individual rule breakers, and efforts to establish cyberspace community standards and rules.  Please read Cyberlaw pages 356-388 before this class.

Class 3:  Opening the Doors:  The Rules of the Game for Doing Business
In this class we will discuss online business and contracting.  We will look at what changes in the law were necessary to make businesses and consumers comfortable with using the Internet.  Please read Cyberlaw pages 622-643 before this class.

Class 4:  The Great Forum:  Speech on the Internet
In this class we will discuss the speech on the Internet.  We will focus on a few cases that have addressed attempts to restrict speech on the Internet.  We will also consider the implications of two Internets:  the most open and the most restrictive.  Please read Cyberlaw pages 388-446 before this class.

Classes  5-6:  Changing the Assumptions:  The Problem of Copyrights
In this class we will look at a particular development resulting from widespread use of the Internet:  the ability to effortlessly and freely send digitized information (music, movies, etc.) to anyone instantaneously.  We will consider how this affects copyright law.  Please read Cyberlaw pages 513-44 (Class 5) and 269-311 (Class 6) before these classes.

Class 7:  Limitations of the System:  Trademarks and New Technologies
In this class we will discuss facets of Internet technology, including domain names, and the particular problems they create for the law.  Please read Cyberlaw pages 40-56 and 312-332 before this class.

Class 8:   Assaults and Trespass in Cyberspace
In this class we will discuss unwanted and unsolicited messages and requests for information and the ways people have attempted to stop them.  Please read Cyberlaw pages 24-39 before this class.  Also read Intel Corp. v. Hamidi (U.S. 2003) (to be distributed).

Classes 9-10:  Location in Cyberspace
In this class we will look at the ongoing problem of location in cyberspace, particularly as it pertains to the ability of local governments to regulate, adjudicate, and enforce rules.  Please read Cyberlaw pages 63-206 before this class. 
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