Cyberspace Law 2001

Thursday nights 6-9
Room 503 

Schedule

Here's the latest. I have assigned a continuation of the IP subjects discussed last week. In particular, read the RTC case and two sections of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (103 and 202), which I have excerpted in the text to which a link is provided. Note that these are the sections of the Act, not the sections of the U.S. Code. I don't want you to go back and do a markup of the Code, just understand what the Act says. Also, it is neither a short nor a simple piece of legislation, so try to understand generally what it attempts to accomplish rather than memorizing minute details. We will cover it more fully in class.

Information on the paper is now here. See the bottom of this page.

Syllabus

This syllabus is ongoing and will be updated as class progresses. As you can see, I am updating it to fit the discussion in class.

As you can see, the first reading assignment is a long one, but notice that it runs over several class periods. The reading is fairly easy compared to case law. If you don't understand some of it, don't worry. I will explain it.

· Part 1: The Nature of Cyberspace 

1. Can cyberspace be regulated? - Lessig pp. 1-118 

2. Where is cyberspace? - United States v Thomas  

· Part 2: Applying Old Law to New Space 

1. Intellectual property - Lessig pp. 183-207 

2. IP (cont'd) - RTC v Netcom and DMCA ss 103, 202  

3. ISP liability - Zeran v AOL 

4. Privacy - Lessig pp. 220-246, SJG opinion and overview 

5. Free speech - Lessig pp. 255-282  

· Part 3: Building New Law in New Space 

1. Attempts at self-governance - Flaming article 

2. A future of independence? 

Paper

The final day of class is March 29. By that time you should have at a minimum chosen a topic, researched it, and generated an outline. I will not require that you turn in your outline, although I am available to review it if you request. The paper is due APRIL 19, 2001. The paper must be submitted to my office, not the school. E-mail is acceptable. I require, however, that you receive a verification from me that I have received the paper. Papers sent by e-mail should be in either Adobe Acrobat or Microsoft Word format. It is your responsibility to make sure the paper arrives, whether by mail, e-mail, or hand delivery. My office is at the following address:

Schopf & Weiss
312 West Randolph Street
Suite 300 (3d Floor)
Chicago, IL 60606

The paper should use the format outlined here. It should address a problem with the law akin to those discussed in class, which is a problem created by the emergence of cyberspace. It should discuss how the problem would be dealt with under existing law and whether the law is adequately adapated to solving the problem. Finally, it should evaluate alternatives, considering both legal and market/technological solutions.

The paper will be graded on your selection of the topic (more difficult and on-point topics get more points), your analysis, and your research and writing.

