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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course will cover the privacy and related security provisions of the Health Information Portability and Accountability Act and its implementing rule, as finally enacted. 

COURSE MATERIALS:  The course materials is as follows, and should be completed before Day One, November 16, 2002:

Required Reading:
· Complete Text of Final Privacy Rule, as amended by August 14, 2002 modifications, compilation created by Gardner, Carton & Douglas (attached)

· HHS Fact Sheet:  Modifications to the Standards for Privacy of Individually Identifiable Health Information – Final Rule (August 2002) (http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2002pres/20020809.html)

· Gardner, Carton & Douglas Client Memoranda

· Final Modifications to HIPAA Privacy Rules – August 2002 (http://www.gcd.com/db30/cgi-bin/pubs/FinalModificationsToHIPAAPrivacyRules.pdf)

· What Every Employer Needs to Know about HIPAA – August 2002 (http://www.gcd.com/db30/cgi-bin/pubs/HIPAAPrivacyRulesForEmployers.pdf)

· Proposed Amendments to HIPAA Privacy Rule – March 2002 (http://www.gcd.com/db30/cgi-bin/pubs/ProposedAmendmentstoHIPAAPrivacyRules.pdf)

· Final HIPAA Privacy Rules – April 2001 (http://www.gcd.com/db30/cgi-bin/pubs/FinalHIPAAPrivacy.pdf) 

Suggested Reading:

· Final Rule:  Standards for Privacy of Individually Identifiable Health Information—67 Fed. Reg. 53182, 45 CFR Parts 160 and 164 (August 14, 2002) (http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/hipaa/privrulepd.pdf)

· Office of Civil Rights:  Frequently Asked Questions (October 2002) (http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/faqs1001.doc)

· Proposed Rule; Modification:  Standards for Privacy of Individually Identifiable Health Information—67 Fed. Reg. 14776 (March 27, 2002) (http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-7144-filed.pdf)

GRADING:  Grades will be based on class participation (25%), an in-class exercise (described below –15%), and a final paper (described below –60%).  The final paper will be evaluated on their ability to reflect the student’s understanding of the course materials, as well as on clarity, originality, persuasiveness, and depth of research.

In Class Exercise:  At the end of the first class, each student will be provided with a unique “frequently asked question,” derived from real-life problems and concerns of our clients.  Between the first and second class, each student will need to prepare a ten minute oral presentation responding to the question.  Fellow students will then have an opportunity to participate in developing a response to the question.

Final Paper:  Building on the in-class exercise, each student will need to draft a memorandum answering his or her own personal “frequently asked question.”  The memorandum should be seven to ten pages in length, and will be due on the last day of the semester (December 20, 2002).  Students should send the memorandum by electronic mail to lthomas@gcd.com. 

COURSE SYLLABUS:

November 16, 2002

I.
Introduction to HIPAA and the Final Regulations
9:00 to 12:00

During this session we will summarize the requirements of HIPAA, as well as the final regulations implementing the rule.

II.
Question and Answer Session
1:15 to 2:45

During the first hour after lunch, we will continue our discussion of the requirement of HIPAA and the implementing regulations.

III.
HIPAA’s Security Regulations
3:00 to 4:30
During this session we will cover HIPAA’s draft security regulations, and discuss how companies can best address security issues in the absence of final regulations.
IV.
In Class Project Description and Summary
4:30 to 5:00
November 23, 2002

I.
Recapitulation
9:00 to 9:30
We will briefly discuss the major issues covered during Day One during this session.

III.
HIPAA and Research
9:45 to 10:45

During this session we will discuss HIPAA’s special provisions for use and disclosure of information in clinical research.

IV.
HIPAA and the Pharmaceutical Industry
10:45 to 12:00

During this session we will look at how HIPAA impacts the pharmaceutical industry, including discussing which of those services provided by the industry are actually covered by the rule, their responsibilities as “business associates,” when and if they might be considered as such, and how HIPAA is changing pharmaceutical business practices.

III.
HIPAA and the Small Client
1:30 to 3:00
During this session we will be joined by adjunct professor Charles Mudd, who will lead our discussion on how HIPAA affects the small client.

V.
In Class Exercise
3:00 to 4:30

VI.
Summary and Recap
4:30 to 5:00
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