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OBJECTIVE:  This seminar seeks to bridge the gap between common and statutory law concepts and problems introduced by the digital computer.  Students have an opportunity in this seminar to examine various disciplines in the law from the perspective of modern day computer technology-oriented problems.  Subjects include an introduction to computer systems, hardware and software; legal aspects of sale or lease of computer goods and services; issues of contract and tort liability relative to marketing and use of computers; special problems in commercial, intellectual property and information law arising from computer use.  

ATTENDANCE:  In accordance with ABA requirements for accredited law schools as adhered to by The John Marshall Law School, students may not be absent from more than 25% of class time if they are to receive a passing grade.  If you are unable to attend class, for whatever reason, please let me know (preferably in advance) so that we can make special arrangements as may be necessary and appropriate.  Failure to abide by this policy may result in the withholding of course credit or a failing grade, subject to the determination of the Professor and school administration. 

GRADING:  Students will be graded both on their class participation and upon their completion of two written exercises.  Active contributions are key to the learning process of this course which is designed to provide fundamental core concepts that are an essential foundation to the study of IT law and professional success in an active IT practice.  Accordingly, the class participation component will make up 25% of the grade.  The remaining 75% will be divided between the two written assignments, the first of which will be worth 30% and the final assignment which will be worth 45%.  Student work will be evaluated for a demonstration of effort, resourcefulness and presentation.  An appropriate rule of thumb when completing an assignment is to think about whether the work product that you are handing in is something you would feel comfortable giving to the managing partner of your law firm for review.  If you would not turn it in to your supervisor at work, please do not give it to me.  

OFFICE HOURS/CONTACTING ME:  Since I commute from my office in suburban Detroit to teach this course, I do not have established office hours at The John Marshall Law School.  I am always accessible via e-mail or by telephone to address any questions or concerns you may have.  I will make a diligent effort to respond to any inquiries within 24 hours.  Please understand that at times, however, due to my own pressing client matters, it may take me longer to address your issue.  
I am looking forward to having each of you in my class this semester and hope, above anything, that our course will provide you with a solid foundation on which to build an understanding of this exciting area of the law.  

SESSION ONE
Friday August 1, 2003
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Morning

Overview and Historical Perspective 

· Course Introduction

· History of computers and the law, class discussion on the evolution of the information age

· Overview of societal and legal changes resulting from the development and use of computer technology

· Impact on the practice of law

· Changes in basic concepts

· Research

· Communication

· Litigation strategies

· Client demands and expectations

· Substantive practice areas

· Marketing 

· Ethics

· Speed of practice 

Afternoon

Protecting the creation of computer technology 

· Overview of Copyrights

· Overview of Trademarks

· Intellectual Property Rights in Software and Hardware

· Code

· Look and Feel 

Please read the following cases:

Williams Electronics, Inc. v. Arctic International, Inc., 685 F.2d 870 (3d Cir. 1982).  

Feist Publiations, Inc. v. Rural Telephone Service Company, Inc. 499 U.S. 340 (1991) 


Oasis Publishing Company, Inc. v. West Publishing Co., 924 F. Supp 918 (D. MN, 1996). 


Matthew Bender & Co., Inc. v. West Publishing Co., 158 F.3d 693, cert. denied, 526 U.S. 1124 (2d. Cir 1998) 

Apple Computer, Inc. v. Franklin Computer Corp., 714 F.2d 1240 (3d Cir. 1983) 


Lotus Development Corp. v. Borland International, Inc., 49 F.3d 807, aff’d by an equally divided Court, 516 U.S. 233 (1996) 


Compaq Computer Corp. v. Procom Technology, Inc., 908 F.Supp. 1409 (S.D. TX 1995).  

Mai Systems Corp. v. Peak Computer, 991 F.2d 511 (9th Cir. 1993) 

Recording Industry Association of America v. Diamond Multimedia Systems, Inc., 180 F.3d 1072 (9th Cir. 1999). 


Universal City Studios, Inc. v. Reimerdes, 111 F.Supp2d 294 (S.D. NY 2000) 


Sega Enterprises Ltd. v. Accolade, Inc., 977 F.2d 1510 (9th Cir. 1992).  


A & M Records, Inc. v. Napster, Inc., 114 F.Supp2d 896 (N.D. Cal 2000) 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios, Inc., et al. v. Grokster Ltd., et al., 259 F.Supp 1029 (C.D. Cal 2003).  

SESSION TWO
Saturday August 2, 2003
9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Protecting the creation of computer technology continued
· Overview of Patents 

· Exploration of Hardware and Software Patents

· Business Method Patents

· Overview of Trade Secrets

· Comparing and contrasting patent and trade secret protection 

SESSION THREE
Friday August 8, 2003
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

MORNING

Tech-101 with guest lecturer Matthew Prince 

· Computer Systems Databases 
· What is a database? 
· Relational databases 
· How is a database searched (principles of indexing) 
· Data-mining

· Distributed Computing 
· Timeshare 
· Client/server computing 
· Distributed processing

· Computer Networks / Intranets and The Internet 
· Network overview  LAN/WAN 
· How computers communicate with each other 
· Static vs. Dynamic IPs

· Secure Networking VPN 
· File Sharing 
· Introduction to the Internet 
· Top Level Domain Structure 
· Domain name registrations

· TCP/IP 
· E-Mail 
· FTP 
· Web 
· Usenet Groups 
· Routers 
· Firewalls 
· Proxy Servers

· Wireless Communication Technology 
· 11a, b and g 
· Analog Cellular 
· CDMA/TDMA/GSM 
· GPS

