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OBJECTIVE:  This seminar seeks to bridge the gap between common and statutory law concepts and problems introduced by the digital computer. Students have an opportunity in this seminar to examine various disciplines in the law from the perspective of modern day computer technology-oriented problems. Subjects include an introduction to computer systems, hardware, and software; legal aspects of sale or lease of computer goods and services; issues of contract and tort liability relative to marketing and use of computers; special problems in commercial, intellectual property, and information law arising from computer use.

ATTENDANCE: In accordance with ABA requirements for accredited law schools as adhered to by The John Marshall Law School, students may not be absent from more than 25% of class time in order to receive a passing grade.  If you are unable to attend class, no matter the reason, please let me know (preferably in advance) so that we can make whatever special arrangements may be necessary.   Failure to abide by this policy may result in the withholding of course credit or a failing grade, subject to the determination of the Professor and school administration. 

GRADING:  Students will be graded both on their class participation and upon their completion of two written exercises.  Active contributions are key to the learning process of this course which is designed to provide fundamental core concepts that are an essential foundation to the study of IT law and professional success in an active IT practice.  Accordingly, the class participation component will make up 25% of the grade.  The remaining 75% will be divided between the two written assignments, one of which will be worth 30% and the final assignment, which will account for the remaining 45%.  Student work will be evaluated for a demonstration of effort, resourcefulness and presentation.  An appropriate rule of thumb when completing an assignment is to think about whether the work product that you are handing in is something you would feel comfortable giving to the managing partner of your law firm for review.  If you wouldn’t turn it in to your supervisor at work, please don’t give it to me.  

OFFICE HOURS/CONTACTING US: Since I commute from my office in suburban Detroit to teach this course, I do not have established office hours at The John Marshall Law School.  I am always accessible via e-mail or by telephone to address any questions or concerns.  I will make a diligent effort to respond within 24 hours.  Please understand that at times, however, my own pressing client matters or assignments may delay the ability to address your issue.   

I am looking forward to having each of you in our class this semester and hope, above anything, that our course will provide you with a solid foundation on which to build an understanding of this exciting area of the law.  

Please obtain the following two books from your favorite Chicagoland book seller or web merchant and read them prior to our first class session:

What Just Happened: A Chronicle from the Information Frontier

By James Gleick

Making the Information Society: Experience, Consequences, and Possibilities

By James W. Cortada

In addition we will be using the following text book which can be purchased from the JMLS Bookstore.  We will begin working from this book during the third class session:

Software and Internet Law

Mark A. Lemley

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SESSION ONE
Saturday, August 24, 2002
9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  


Overview and Historical Perspective

· Course Introduction

· History of computers and the law, and a class discussion on the evolution of the information age

· Overview of societal and legal changes resulting from the development and use of computer technology

· Impact on the practice of law

· Basic concepts changed

· Research

· Communication

· Client demands/expectations

· Substantive practice areas

· Marketing

· Ethics

· Speed of practice

SESSION TWO
Sunday, August 25, 2002
9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Tech-101 with guest lecturer, Sheila Schulz, IT Manager, Rader, Fishman & Grauer PLLC

· Computer Systems Databases

· What is a database?

· Relational databases

· How is a database searched (indexing)

· Data-mining

· Distributed Computing

· Timeshare

· Client/server computing

· Distributed processing 

· Computer Networks / The Internet

· Network Overview LAN / WAN

· Secure Networking VPN

· File Sharing

· Introduction to the Internet, Top Level Domain Structure and Domain Registration

· TCP/IP

· E-mail 

· FTP

· Web

· Usenet News

· Routers

· Firewalls

· Proxy Servers

· Wireless Communications Technology

· Analog Cellular

· CDMA/TDMA/GSM

· GPS

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Reading for class sessions 3 and 4 from the Lemley book

Introduction to IP at pp. 38-45

Sections 1 and 2 covering Trade Secret Protection and Copyright Law at pp. 49-258

Sections 3 and 4 covering Patent Protection, Trademark and Trade Dress at pp. 259-392

Section 10 on Intellectual Property in Cyberspace at pp. 799-919

SESSION THREE
Saturday, September 14, 2002

9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Protecting the creation of computer technology

· Overview of Copyrights

· Overview of Trademarks

· Intellectual Property Rights in Software and Hardware

· Code

· Look and Feel

SESSION FOUR
Sunday, September 15, 2002

9:00 – 12:30 p.m.

Protecting the creation of computer technology, continued

· Overview of Patents

· Exploration of Hardware and Software Patents

· Business Method Patents

· Overview of Trade Secrets

· Comparing and contrasting patent and trade secret protection

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SESSION FIVE
Saturday, October , 2002

9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Protecting the use and exploitation of technology

· Development contracts

· Ownership

· Testing

· Licensing contracts

· Standard licenses

· Shrink-wrap

· Click-wrap

· Acceptable use policies

· Escrow

Should time permit, students will be released from class and expected to attend the last morning round of arguments in the JMLS IT Moot Court competition

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SESSION SIX

Saturday, November 9, 2002

9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Impact on criminal and tort law

· Use of technology by criminals

· As a tool in traditional crime

· As a target of the crime

· Computer specific crime

· Use of Technology by Law Enforcement

· New demands

· Speed

· Internationalization

· Skills and resources

· Information collection

· New tools

· Increased potential volume

· More life transactions are computerized and therefore available for monitoring/tracking

· Tortious Use of Computeres

· Defamation

· Stalking

· Privacy Issues

· Invasion of Privacy

· Invasion of privacy through information distribution

· Use of collected information in litigation

SESSION SEVEN
Sunday, November 10, 2002

9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Commerce, Workplace Management and Litigation
· Impact on Commerce

· Jurisdiction and globalization

· Transactions in intangibles

· Just in time inventory management

· Payment

· Impact on Workplace Management

· Records Management

· Document Production

· Client Interactions

· Employee Monitoring

· Use of Technology in Litigation

· Discovery

· Display Technology

· Data Access and Manipulation
